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OULTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 27 OCTOBER 2020

DRAFT MINUTES

At the meeting of the Oulton Parish Council held online via Zoom on Tuesday 27 October 2020, the following members were present: 

[bookmark: _Hlk9329649]Mr P Killingback (chair)

Mrs S Mather, Ms A Shaw, Mr A Windross.

 
In Attendance
Mr D Harrison (Co/Dist Cllr), Mr S Riley (District Cllr)
Mr L Mills (Clerk of the Council)


020/034 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None

020/035 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION

None

[bookmark: _Hlk34214836]020/036 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 22 September 2020, having previously been circulated to all members, were considered, and APPROVED as an accurate record.
The minutes will be signed by the Chair as soon as conditions allow.

[bookmark: _Hlk9330073]020/037 MATTERS ARISING NOT LISTED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA 

None

[bookmark: _Hlk55033693]020/038 PUBLIC, POLICE, CO/DIST COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

1. [bookmark: _Hlk43716931][bookmark: _Hlk26770318]County Councillor: Mr Harrison stated that the NCC Chief Health Officer had done an excellent job this year. Education provision is going smoothly with the three new special needs schools making good progress towards opening.
2. District Councillor: Mr Riley reported that a lot of work had been carried out by BDC supporting businesses and local communities over the year.
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020/038 PUBLIC, POLICE, CO/DIST COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS continued

Waste collection is out for procurement, and rumours of three weekly collections are unfounded.
A proposition to remove recordings of BDC meetings from the internet after three months was defeated.
The community grant scheme and members’ fund for grants have been increased in South Norfolk and there is pressure on BDC to follow suit.
There are also concerns being expressed about a possible move of the Planning Dept to South Norfolk.

020/039 FINANCE
The following payments totalling £150.69 were APPROVED:

Indigo waste, recycling, £21.60
Administration, £129.09

[bookmark: _Hlk43718650]020/040 PLANNING

(i) PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BEFORE 22 September 2020
20201776, Land north of The Street, Cawston:  Ground mounted solar farm and associated infrastructure etc.

After discussion it was AGREED to OBJECT and to make the following comments:

Some of the land is graded 2, 3a and 3b which is all good quality agricultural land and we consider its use for a solar farm to be unacceptable.
 
We note there are no details regarding the use of lithium batteries. We feel that advice is required from Norfolk Fire Service and we would like to see a full and proper risk assessment regarding these. 
 
Although an Environmental Impact has been included it is very weak in the following areas and appears to gloss over the following:
 
Noise: A proper noise assessment is required, especially with reference to the neighbouring properties at the Old Railway Gatehouse and Docking Farm 
Visual impact: although the applicants claim the site will be screened it does not appear to be hidden as they claim. 
 
Entrance / exit will be on a bend and will remove a section of hedge.
 

[bookmark: _Hlk55033868]000
020/040 PLANNING continued

The government target of net zero carbon emissions by 2050 and the responsibilities placed on district councils is acknowledged – however this is a tiny contribution when compared to that of the three (maybe four) windfarms that will be cutting through Oulton in the coming decade.


(ii) WINDFARMS

[bookmark: _Hlk43717521][bookmark: _Hlk513894550]The following update, having previously been circulated to all members by Mrs Mather, was received:

Norfolk Boreas
OPC have submitted our responses to the final deadlines of the Norfolk Boreas Examination, ahead of the close of the examination on 12th October 2020.
The final two deadlines can be seen on the OPC website.
This brings to a close three National Infrastructure  projects which OPC has been fully engaged with over the last three years - and longer if you take the consultation periods into consideration! The Parish Council has attended all-day Hearings and submitted written responses to over 50 deadlines during the past 2 years.

Norfolk Vanguard: "Central works compound" and site investigation work
Vattenfall are currently carrying out site investigation works for their Norfolk Vanguard project, with further archaeological surveys to be carried out in the near future. This will result in some traffic going to and from the Hangar farm site, which is currently being used as the "central works compound". Ms Shaw has spoken to the head  of the site investigation team who has assured her that the traffic will not go through Oulton Street. The Parish Council remains concerned however about this unexpected use of the Hangar site so early in the project.

National Grid  Offshore Coordination Project and consultation on offshore wind
There has been some good news in the form of a document published by National Grid ESO which sets out a plan for integrating the offshore wind farms planned for the North Sea, which they refer to as an Integrated Offshore Transmission Network. This document demonstrates that the current point to point system is not fit for purpose, shown clearly in the form of maps showing current infrastructure and the potential chaos of continuing in this way into the net zero scenario of 2050. The report goes on to show that there is a better way of doing things.
The stumbling block for us is that the current projects at examination and decision stages are currently excluded which means that, unless there is a change in policy, Hornsea Three, Norfolk Vanguard and Norfolk Boreas will still have huge impacts on our  local area and the wider area of Norfolk.

(iii) NORFOLK VANGUARD JUDICIAL REVIEW
An update was received from Ms Shaw

On 2nd October the Claimant, Ray Pearce, was granted permission by a judge in the High Court to proceed to a substantive review of the Secretary of State’s approval of the Norfolk 
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020/040 PLANNING continued

Vanguard project. This is a very important point to have reached. The judge has read the outline of the case and has decided that the grounds are arguable in court.  The Judicial Review is likely to be heard in late January 2021.
Meanwhile, the need for the Claimant to raise adequate funds to continue to the High Court process is now paramount. Mr Pearce’s legal fees are being crowdfunded and a link to the Crowd Justice website is below:
 https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/offshore-wind-power-without-de/


(iv) GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER ‘
Mr Killingback proposed the following response and it was AGREED that it should be made.

Oulton Parish Council (OPC) seeks to associate itself with the response by Norfolk CPRE and Cawston Parish Council to the White Paper, Planning for the Future.

In addition we draw attention to the following:-

1. The proposed changes to the planning system diminish local democracy

Under the current system there are two opportunities for democratic participation. The first is at the formation of a Local Plan. This sets out the strategic priorities for development in an area; and secondly at the planning application stage of individual developments, which is often much later. 

Under the proposed reforms the second stage of consultation will disappear. As a result, only those with ‘psychic powers’ to foresee future developments will be able to object to them at the initial plan-making stage. Democratic oversight of individual developments will be a thing of the past.

Specific local considerations will not be considered. Examples that OPC has direct experience of over recent years including

· ‘Sight lines’ – where a proposed development (Wind turbines) can be seen and impact on historic landscapes from many miles away. Whilst under the new proposals land may be ‘zoned’ for development, the impacts on surrounding communities will not be considered by the communities that will be affected. 

· Undesignated Heritage Assets. Zoning of an area for development places such assets at much greater risk of inappropriate development.

· ‘Change of Use’ relaxations. Allowing industrial developments to become residential (and vice versa) is a recipe for inappropriate use of already developed areas and give Local Authorities problems in areas such as environmental health, traffic and pollution.
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020/040 PLANNING continued

The proposed reforms serve to transfer power away from local elected representatives and make planning centralized.
	
Outside so-called 'protected areas', the system would appear to overwhelmingly favour development and landowner interests over those of local communities. This is because under the proposed new zonal system, land in renewal and growth areas would be subject to, respectively, an automatic permission in principle or presumption in favour of development.

Later detailed matters would be approved by a Planning Officer rather than a democratically elected Planning Committee. Under the reforms, local plans would be expected to set out rules, not policies, and would no longer set out general development policies tailored to local circumstances as policy would be set out at a national level.


1. The proposals in the White Paper suggest an end to 106 agreements. 

The changes to planning contributions are quiet on the mechanism for delivering infrastructure such as schools and GP surgeries. It is unclear how local authorities should deliver infrastructure where values fall below the proposed threshold for the new Levy.

1. In common with other submissions we think that there is sufficient land already allocated for housing which is simply not being developed. 

We are worried that by designating more land developers will cherry pick those 	areas which deliver the most profit for shareholders disregarding the needs of the local community

1. The White Paper puts back the date for achieving zero rated carbon homes beyond 2050.

This retrograde step cannot be justified – work on this target should not be eased up upon.

We are aware that The White Paper has provoked huge debate and criticism – not least from within the Conservative Party itself.

In the light of this OPC would urge the Government to rethink these proposals and produce a White Paper which supports local democracy, sustainable change and enhances the lives of local communities.

020/041 CLERK’S REPORT 

(i) CiL money for 1st April to 30 September 2020 is £329.90

(ii) The Planning Dept at Broadland District Council has had some reorganization. An updated list of officers has been received.

[bookmark: _Hlk43718814]
000
020/042 ITEMS OF INFORMATION / FUTURE AGENDA 

None

[bookmark: _Hlk513894918][bookmark: _Hlk23500685]020/043 DATE OF MEETINGS

It was AGREED to hold the next ‘virtual’ meeting by Zoom on Tuesday 8 December at 7.30pm.



THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN THANKED EVERYONE FOR ATTENDING AND DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.00pm
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