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OULTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 16 JUNE 2020

DRAFT MINUTES

At the meeting of the Oulton Parish Council held online via Zoom on Tuesday 16 June 2020, the following members were present: 

[bookmark: _Hlk9329649]Mr P Killingback (chair)

Mrs S Mather, Mr G Peck, Ms A Shaw, Mr A Windross.

 
In Attendance
Mr L Mills (Clerk of the Council)


020/001 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr A Nash

020/002 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION

None

[bookmark: _Hlk34214836]020/003 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 March 2020, having previously been circulated to all members, were considered, APPROVED as an accurate record, and signed by the Chair.

[bookmark: _Hlk9330073]020/004 MATTERS ARISING NOT LISTED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA 

None

020/005 PUBLIC, POLICE, CO/DIST COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

None

020/006 EXEMPTION FROM LIMITED ASSURANCE REVIEW

[bookmark: _Hlk511992827][bookmark: _Hlk9339583][bookmark: _Hlk23501299]It was AGREED to confirm the Council as EXEMPT the purposes of the Limited Assurance Review under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015.

[bookmark: _Hlk34922483][bookmark: _Hlk43716415][bookmark: _Hlk26770318]094
020/007 INTERNAL AUDITOR

It was AGREED to adopt the Internal Auditor’s Report and her recommendations were noted.

020/008 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

The Council APPROVED the Annual Governance Statement for 2019-2020

020/009 ANNUAL ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS

The Councils APPROVED the Annual Accounting Statements for 2019-2020


[bookmark: _Hlk43716931]020/010 FINANCE
The following payments (dated after 3 March 2020) were confirmed as having been APPROVED by the Council at the time of issue:

Indigo Waste Services, Recycling, £11.52
Administration, £282.70
NALC, subscription, £94.17
Zurich Municipal, £Insurance, £311.57

[bookmark: _Hlk43718650]020/011 PLANNING

(i) CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence (listed in Appendix A) was confirmed as having been APPROVED by the Council at the time.

(ii) PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BEFORE 16 JUNE 2020
None

(iii) WINDFARMS

[bookmark: _Hlk43717521]The following update, having previously been circulated to all members by Mrs Mather, was received:

Norfolk Boreas (Vattenfall):  The examination end date has been delayed by the Secretary of State from 12th May to 12th October, in response to general dismay about the abandonment of the Issue Specific Hearings and Open Floor Hearings, because of the pandemic.
The new timetable for the examination has been issued (attached): it has been divided up into geographical areas and the final running order and dates have yet to be finalised. Physical hearings of any kind have been replaced by virtual, Zoom-style meetings. This is not ideal, but we have no alternative.
095
020/011 PLANNING [iii] Windfarms (continued)

Norfolk Vanguard (Vattenfall) and Hornsea Three (Orsted): the final DCO decisions have been very recently delayed by the Secretary of State, from 1st June to 1st July. As yet there has not been a letter from the Secretary of State giving an explanation for the delays, but it is possible that this is to do with the current Covid-19 crisis and other matters therefore being more pressing.
OPC – and many other Parish Councils – did write in May to the S of S requesting a postponement to the decision, as the current plans for multiple offshore wind farms will severely impact the local area and communities onshore from construction and HGV traffic. The PCs urged the S of S to re-consider the current onshore arrangements and give immediate and serious regard to an Offshore Ring Main (ORM) as an integrated answer to the current point-to-point connections onshore.
On June 1st three Norfolk MPs (Jerome Mayhew, Duncan Baker and George Freeman) met with the Energy Minister, Kwasi Kwarteng, to discuss the urgent need for a feasibility study on the possibility of coordinated offshore grid connection infrastructure. The Minister stated that he was in favour of such a study and Ofgem is to be requested to make a start as soon as possible.
June 4th saw two of these Norfolk MPs further this discussion during a session of the Environmental Audit Committee, and a question was asked in the House, requesting that the feasibility of an ORM be discussed with Ofgem and other relevant bodies.
Dudgeon and Sheringham Shoal Extension (Equinor) have decided on Weybourne as landfall (rather than Bacton) for their proposed Sheringham & Dudgeon Extension project. This has only come to light from online information. OPC has not been formally notified of this, or of when, where or how public consultations will take place.
This means that Oulton will again be impacted by a further onshore cable route to a connection point at Norwich Main.    This time the cable route itself will pass through the west of the parish and cross over the Holt Road before continuing on to the east side of Cawston village. The exact cable route and width have yet to be decided but some property owners in Irmingland and the western end of Oulton have already been approached by Equinor, to request information on land ownership and seek permission to access properties to carry out “surveys”. The Parish Council recommends that any resident who receives one of these letters should contact the Chair of the Parish Council for advice on how to proceed.
http://www.dudgeonoffshorewind.co.uk/news/news-20-05-20

Ms Shaw also explained the concern that the Offshore Ring Main will not include the existing proposed sites

(iv) STREET FARM

The following update, having previously been circulated to all members by the Chairman, was received:
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020/011 PLANNING [iv] Street Farm (continued)

Excerpts from the Original Design and Access statement at time of Application

4.3 LAYOUT 
The proposed site is close to the existing three-phase electricity supply and has good well established access off the highway. All farm traffic will enter the site via the existing main farm entrance shown below. 

5 ACCESS 
The existing main entrance to the south of the site, with its good visibility splays along Oulton Street, will continue to be used. 
Other movements associated with the rest of the site will be unaltered other than an increase in cars and light vehicles associated with the farm office relocation from Docking Farm 

5.2 Highways 
All tractors and trailers and goods vehicles will enter and exit the site via the existing main entrance with its good visibility splays in both directions along Oulton Street. There have been no reported problems with the existing access. The reduction in intensity of its use by HGV’s during harvest will improve this situation 
The existing and proposed concrete apron areas allow room for articulated lorries to enter, park and manoeuvre to ensure all vehicles exit the site in a forward direction. 
The proposal will not increase the traffic movements as cropping is unaltered. The proposal will help spread out traffic movements throughout the year rather than a high level at harvest. 
In our opinion the proposal will therefore only have a positive affect from a Highway point of view. 
This report was accompanied by a series of photographs which are attached as Appendix B

It was AGREED that this report should be forwarded to M Dixon, Norfolk County Council’s Highways for his comments
[bookmark: _Hlk513894550]
[bookmark: _Hlk43718814]020/012 ITEMS OF INFORMATION / FUTURE AGENDA 

INFORMATION:

Mr Windross informed the meeting that a Breach of Planning Conditions Notice had been issued by Broadland District Council in respect of traffic movements at Two Sisters Poulty Farm
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020/012 ITEMS OF INFORMATION / FUTURE AGENDA (continued)

Mrs Mather informed the meeting that the Planning Inspectorate Hearings re Windfarms will be held on Microsoft Teams

The Chairman confirmed he is willing to continue as Chairman until May 2021 but restated his intention to resign the post at that time.

[bookmark: _Hlk513894918][bookmark: _Hlk23500685]020/013 DATE OF MEETINGS

It was AGREED to hold the next ‘virtual’ meeting by Zoom on Tuesday 28 July. Time to be arranged.



THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN THANKED EVERYONE FOR ATTENDING AND DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED
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