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OULTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 8 DECEMBER 2020

DRAFT MINUTES

At the meeting of the Oulton Parish Council held online via Zoom on Tuesday 8 December 2020, the following members were present: 

[bookmark: _Hlk9329649]Mr P Killingback, Mrs S Mather, Mr G Peck, Ms A Shaw, Mr A Windross.

 
In Attendance
Mr L Mills (Clerk of the Council)


020/044 ELECTION OF CHAIR

The resignation of Mr Killingback as Chairman was accepted.
It was AGREED unanimously to elect Mrs S Mather as Chair of Oulton Parish Council to May 2021.
Mrs Mather paid tribute to Mr Killingback and thanked him for all his work on behalf of the council and the parish during what has been an unprecedented time for such a small parish.

020/045 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr A Nash

020/046 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION

None

[bookmark: _Hlk34214836]020/047 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 27 October 2020, having previously been circulated to all members, were considered, and APPROVED as an accurate record.
The minutes will be signed by the Chair as soon as conditions allow.

[bookmark: _Hlk9330073]020/048 MATTERS ARISING NOT LISTED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA 

None

[bookmark: _Hlk55033693][bookmark: _Hlk43716931][bookmark: _Hlk26770318]020/049 PUBLIC, POLICE, CO/DIST COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
None
000

020/050 FINANCE
(i) The appended Financial Report covering April 1st to 30th September 2020 was adopted
(ii) The appended Draft Budget was accepted and considered. After some discussion it was proposed by Ms Shaw seconded by Mr Killingback to accept this as the Budget for 2021/2022. AGREED unanimously.
(iii) It was proposed by Ms A shaw and seconded by Mr Killingback that the precept requirement for 2021/2022 be £3,200 (three thousand two hundred pounds.) AGREED unanimously
(iv) The following payments totalling £1035.45 were APPROVED:

Garden Guardian, grounds maintenance 2020, £834.00
Administration, £143.89
P. Killingback, Zoom hire, £57.56

[bookmark: _Hlk43718650]020/051 PLANNING

(i) PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BEFORE 22 September 2020
20201776, Land north of The Street, Cawston:  Ground mounted solar farm and associated infrastructure etc.

After discussion it was AGREED the Council’s views should be summarized and entered by the Chair and Ms Shaw. They will be appended to these minutes


(ii) WINDFARMS

[bookmark: _Hlk43717521][bookmark: _Hlk513894550]The following update was given by the Chair:

Equinor’s SEP/DEP Extension project
The Clerk had been contacted by Nigel Tomkins of Equinor as he wished to speak
with the owners of a property which may be impacted by the proposed cable route.
Susan Mather spoke with Nigel Tomkins on the phone on the 10th November. He
offered to speak with OPC on Zoom if they had any queries.
Mrs Mather asked if they had decided on the location of their Main Construction
Compound but was told this has not yet been decided as they are still in the process
of finalising cable routes. It was also asked whether they were aware of the solar
farm application, which would be in a field in Oulton, central to Equinor’s proposed
cable route search area. He said they were aware.
The Phase 2 consultations will be carried out in spring 2021and they hope by then to
hold face-to-face consultation, depending on any Covid-19 restrictions.
More detailed information may not be available until the preliminary environmental
impact report (PEIR) is published next year.
Scottish Power Renewables’ EA1N and EA2 (Suffolk)
The examination for these two wind farm projects started on December 6 th .
Although these proposals impact Suffolk, Hornsea 3 and Norfolk Vanguard/Boreas
have been mentioned in the current Issue Specific Hearings.
The “minded to approve” letter from the Secretary of State(SoS) regarding Hornsea 3
is relevant because of the compensatory measures for the Kittiwake population of the
Flamborough and Filey Special Protection Area (SPA), which is an issue for wind
farms off both Norfolk and Suffolk. The mitigation proposed is for artificial nesting
areas to be created: one such area will be between Aldborough and Lowestoft, but
these nest sites may have to be moved again, once the next wave of wind farms
seek to come onshore. The Examining Authority is already querying whether this is
satisfactory.
Orsted’s Hornsea Three
The final decision is due 31st December.
A letter recently submitted to the SoS from the The Wildlife Trusts (TWT) suggests
that they will be forced to seek a Judicial Review if there is a decision to approve on
31st December.
TWT feels that a similar approach to that taken for Flamborough and Filey SPA
should have been taken, so as to address the impacts from cabling on the seabed
across Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and are disappointed that the SoS has
failed to consult the TWT on this issue.
As mentioned earlier regarding EA1N/EA2, the Kittiwakes compensatory measures
now seem to suggest moving colonies to artificial grounds.
Meanwhile, in terms of onshore impacts, Mulbarton PC is still actively submitting
further objections to the arrangements for the substation at Norwich Main, and
Cawston PC is still in complex discussions with both Vattenfall and Orsted regarding
ever-changing traffic scenarios. A Highway Intervention Scheme that would
satisfactorily address the enormous impacts of HGV traffic that would be generated
by both developers’ projects over many years, through Cawston High Street, has not
yet been resolved.

(iii) Judicial Review on the decision to approve Norfolk Vanguard
The High Court has now set the date for the substantive hearing of the Judicial
Review (JR) as 19 th &amp; 20 th January 2021. The main ground of the claim is:  a failure of
the Secretary of State and the Examining Authority properly to consider the
cumulative impacts of Norfolk Vanguard, taken together with Norfolk Boreas, at the
stage of the Norfolk Vanguard examination.
If the JR succeeds, then the Secretary of State’s decision to approve will be
quashed. This will force the Secretary of State to re-consider his decision and re-
open some of the pertinent issues for re-consideration. 
During this enforced delay, the government’s Review of offshore grid connections for
offshore wind  - commissioned by BEIS on July 15 th  this year, and charged to
proceed with urgency – would have every chance to decide in favour of
an integrated offshore network (an ORM by another name) for connecting wind farms
to the grid – rather than the current destructive multiple point-to-
point onshore connections. 
This is no longer just wishful thinking. On 30 th  September, National Grid ESO
published its contribution to the government’s Review, entitled “Offshore Coordination
Project”. This report outlines in detail the proposal for an Offshore Transmission
Network (OTN) and explains that such shared infrastructure would not only optimize
the full use of wind energy output and ensure security of supply, but would also be
likely to save the consumer £6 billion. 
The argument for an OTN has now been won – at government level, where it needs
to be. It now only remains to buy some time for the government to find a way of
incorporating these first few huge projects into the proposed shared offshore
transmission network.
More details can be found on the Crowd Justice website, where individuals can also
donate towards the legal costs of the JR, at the link below:
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/offshore-wind-power-without-de/

020/052 CLERK’S REPORT 
[bookmark: _Hlk43718814]None

020/053 ITEMS OF INFORMATION / FUTURE AGENDA 

It was AGREED that Mr Killingback should continue to book the Zoom meetings and will be refunded by the Council. At each meeting he will transfer the hosting to the Chair.

[bookmark: _Hlk513894918][bookmark: _Hlk23500685]020/054 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was AGREED to hold the next ‘virtual’ meeting by Zoom on Tuesday 19 January 2021 at 7.30pm.



THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN THANKED EVERYONE FOR ATTENDING AND DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.00pm
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