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OULTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 8 JUNE 2021

DRAFT MINUTES

At the meeting of the Oulton Parish Council held at the Old Congregational Chapel, Oulton on Tuesday 8 June 2021, the following members were present: 

[bookmark: _Hlk9329649]Mrs S Mather (chair)
[bookmark: _Hlk511828521]Mr P Killingback, Mr A Nash, Mr G Peck, Ms A Shaw, Mr A Windross.

 
In Attendance
Mr S Riley (County / District Councillor)
Mr L Mills (Clerk of the Council)


021/016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None

021/017 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
None

021/018 MINUTES 
The minutes of the annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 May 2021, having previously been circulated to all members, were considered and APPROVED as an accurate record, and signed by the Chair.

[bookmark: _Hlk9330073]021/019 MATTERS ARISING NOT LISTED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA 
The chair raised two queries from residents:
· Tyres possibly dumped on New Road. Farmer has been informed but Mr Killingback will check with him.
· Deer running across road through Blickling Wood. NT would support installation of deer warning signs. Clerk to contact NCC Highways
· In light of the recent passing of a local veteran the possibility of placing a small plaque in his memory was raised. It was AGREED that the Chair would liaise. Councillors will discuss this matter further.

[bookmark: _Hlk74665105]021/020 REPORTS 
Police: None
Mr Riley then gave the following reports:

County Council: two amendments had been proposed to the continuation of the Western Link to the NDR. Both were defeated and the project will now be submitted.


137
021/020 REPORTS (continued)
District Council: face to face meetings have resumed. Mr Riley continues as the Chair of Oversight and Scrutiny Committee.
Concerns are being raised regarding the joint working with South Norfolk District Council: planning has mainly transferred to South Norfolk, and the district council is reviewing the possibility of moving from Thorpe Lodge. Mr Riley is interested in the views of parish councils.
One extra employee has been taken on to help with environmental issues.

The chair asked Mr Riley about funding for a defibrillator – Mr Riley will get back to the parish council

Ms Shaw said that since the amalgamation of BDC with S. Norfolk, she feels the Council has lost contact with the planning department overall and is unclear as to who exactly should be contacted above the level of Case Officer if there were to be any urgent or overarching queries about planning matters.

Public: none

021/021 INTERNAL AUDITOR
It was AGREED to adopt the Internal Auditor’s Report and her recommendations were noted.

021/022 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT
[bookmark: _Hlk74215409]The Council APPROVED the Annual Governance Statement for 2020-2021

021/023 ANNUAL ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS
The Council APPROVED the Annual Accounting Statements for 2020-2021


[bookmark: _Hlk74214954]021/024 FINANCE 
(i) ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: The following payments totalling £220.76 were APPROVED and the cheques signed by two authorised signatories. 
[bookmark: _Hlk511992827][bookmark: _Hlk9339583]Countrystyle Recycling, glass recycling, £21.60
Administration £154.16
M E Anderson-Dungar, internal audit, £45.00
(ii) The Clerk reported that a sum totalling over £8000.00 had been deposited in the parish council’s bank account by HMRC. After investigating the matter he cannot work out why, so he has written a letter to them querying the deposit.
Mr Killingback suggested calling Oulton Broad Parish Council to check whether it is money due to them. Clerk will follow up.
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[bookmark: _Hlk23501299]021/024 PLANNING 

(i) The Chair updated the meeting: 
Planning application 20201776 Solar farm
This application went to the Planning Committee on 21st April and it was decided by the planning committee to refuse the application due to the use of Best and Most Versatile land grade 2 & 3a and the potential cumulative impact with the existing 5MW Solar Farm on the airfield and if the 5MW phase 2 Solar farm was to be constructed.
(ii) The Chair and Ms Shaw updated the meeting:
Wind farm Updates

Equinor’s Sheringham Shoal & Dudgeon Extensions (SEP/DEP)
Oulton Parish Council (OPC) have attended several of the public Q&As arranged by Equinor's SEP/DEP project on Zoom as part of their Phase 2 Consultation. OPC also attended two Stakeholder Forums, specifically for local councils.

OPC raised many issues concerning the final choices proposed for a Main Construction Compound, as Oulton's former ‘airfield' is on the current shortlist. OPC have raised concerns over Equinor’s choice of the title ‘RAF Oulton air base’ which is misleading. This is an entirely agricultural operation and not a brownfield site.
Equinor are still reviewing where the final location for The Main Compound will be and OPC have asked to be kept informed. However, the Council has objected to this location being considered at all due to the potential cumulative impacts from Hornsea Three and Vanguard/Boreas, all in this same parish.

Other issues raised were the choice of the cable route location now being mapped further to the north, at the southern end of Oulton Street. This is a different - and worse -  route than was previously proposed, probably due to conflict with a planning application for a Solar Farm.  OPC had to update Equinor about the fact that the solar farm app. was recently refused by Broadland DC -  a fact of which they appeared to be unaware.

Traffic numbers were limited in the Preliminary Environmental Impact Report and there are no data at all for the Construction Compound traffic.

The other main areas of concern were in the western area of Oulton which would see construction traffic access Spinks Lane (Heydon Rd) / Spa Lane / Hall Rd, which are single-track roads and are entirely unsuitable. Blickling Road is also missing data for cumulative impacts with Norfolk Vanguard/Boreas.

A further meeting with Equinor for seven Parish Councils in this immediate area had been planned for 7th June but did not materialise. Parish councillors were left waiting all afternoon, as the meeting was neither postponed nor cancelled. We were told the next day that Equinor had been unable to gather the right experts in time for the meeting; at the time of writing no apology had been given.  Questions from OPC had been submitted to Equinor ahead of this meeting and it is now hoped that these will be answered in writing.

Oulton PC will be submitting their final consultation response by 10th June, which is the close of Equinor’s Phase 2 consultation process.
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021/024 (iii) PLANNING (continued)

Norfolk Boreas
Further information requested by the Secretary of State has seen the deadline for the final decision on this project being extended to 10th December 2021.

Norfolk Vanguard
Further to the quashing of consent for this project at Judicial Review: the submitted responses to the Secretary of State have now been published on the PINS website but no decision has yet been made on how the redetermination process for Norfolk Vanguard will proceed.
[bookmark: _Hlk74476144]
021/025 CLERK’S REPORT
None

021/026 HIRE OF OLD CHAPEL
NHBT wished to increase the hire fees for meetings. The new rates are a significant rise on the existing rates, but they are not covering their costs.
It was AGREED to hold the Council meetings at the Chapel for the coming year at the new prices.
It was AGREED to consider using the Church for the annual parish meeting in order to a) reduce costs and b) show solidarity to the church who are keen for the church to be used for community purposes.

021/027 DEFIBRILLATOR
There is a need to look for further funding

021/028 TREES
Both NCC and BDC have schemes to help plant more trees.
Suggested locations are the playground and its boundary, and the allotment boundary.
Sites need to be agreed before applying for help. Ms Shaw will investigate.

[bookmark: _Hlk513894550]021/029 ITEMS OF INFORMATION / FUTURE AGENDA 
Windfarms, Trees, defibrillator

[bookmark: _Hlk513894918][bookmark: _Hlk23500685]021/030 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
27th July 2021



THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIR THANKED EVERYONE FOR ATTENDING AND DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.25
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