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OULTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 27 JULY 2021

DRAFT MINUTES

At the meeting of the Oulton Parish Council held at the Old Congregational Chapel, Oulton on Tuesday 27 July 2021, the following members were present: 

[bookmark: _Hlk9329649]Mrs S Mather (chair)
[bookmark: _Hlk511828521]Mr P Killingback, Mr A Nash, Mr G Peck, Ms A Shaw.

 
In Attendance
Mr L Mills (Clerk of the Council)


021/030 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None

021/031 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
None

021/032 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 8 June 2021, having previously been circulated to all members, were considered and APPROVED as an accurate record, and signed by the Chair.

[bookmark: _Hlk9330073]021/033 MATTERS ARISING NOT LISTED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA 
Memorial for veterans: the Chair has established that this is required for one recently deceased veteran, and for various reasons it is prudent to delay any action by the Council.

Mr Peck stated that Helen Mellors is the Assistant Director of Planning at Broadland District Council

[bookmark: _Hlk74665105]021/034 REPORTS 
Police: None
Co/Dist Councillor: None
Public: none

[bookmark: _Hlk74214954][bookmark: _Hlk79158038]021/035 FINANCE 
(i) ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: The following payments totalling £299.00 were APPROVED and the cheques signed by two authorised signatories. 
[bookmark: _Hlk511992827][bookmark: _Hlk9339583]RoSPA Playsafety; annual play equipment inspection, £79.00 exc VAT
NHBT, hire of Chapel 2021/2022, £220.00 (VAT exempt)
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021/035 FINANCE (continued)
(ii) The Clerk reported that a sum totalling over £8000.00 was still residing in the Oulton Parish Council bank account and that he had nothing further from HMRC. Oulton Broad Parish Council had confirmed it was money owed to them. See Minute 021/024(ii)
(iii) The Chair had received a breakdown of Box Day costs:
Payments: Loo, £100, charcoal £10
Receipts: Raffle £113, Oulton PC £50

[bookmark: _Hlk23501299]021/036 PLANNING 

(i) App no 20211112, Monks Cottage, Blickling Road, NR11 6NX; demolition of existing conservatory etc and conversion of existing outbuilding to new Air B&B accommodation etc
The Council SUPPORTS this application
Clerk to inform the local planning authority

(ii) App no 20201776 Solar Farm
The Chair updated the meeting: 
An appeal has been launched although it has yet to be accepted as such by the Planning Inspectorate.
In the meantime Savils (as agents for the applicants) have organised a meeting via Zoom to discuss the possibility of a new application. The Chair and Mr Killingback will attend on behalf of the Council

(iii) The Chair and Ms Shaw updated the meeting:
Wind farm Updates
Equinor SEP/DEP
June 10th 2021 was the deadline for Equinor’s SEP/DEP Phase 2 consultation. OPC submitted a response which is available to view on OPC’s website.
Norfolk Boreas
5th July: following on from the consultation on Norfolk Vanguard the Sec. of State (SoS) has requested further information from the applicants, with a deadline now of 20th August.
Norfolk Vanguard
5th July: the Sec. of State issued a letter, following on from the request for comments from interested parties on the redetermination of Norfolk Vanguard. The letter sets out that the applicant should provide further information and the deadline for that information is 2nd August 2021.
Offshore Transmission Network Review (OTNR) BEIS:
22nd July 2021 Webinar
Members of OPC attended the Dept. for BEIS webinar, which provided an update on the current status of the work of the OTNR, given by representative from the Dept. for BEIS, Ofgem and National Infrastructure Planning.
Pathway to 2030: it is most likely that the projects included in Round 4 of The Crown 
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021/036 PLANNING (continued)
Estates leasing regime will go forward as part of the OTN. The current 5 projects (from Round 3) threatening Norfolk are likely to go ahead with their current onshore grid connections, as planned. 
Crown Estates have put together a ‘Generation map’ showing all projects.
Medium-term, it is hoped that there will be multipurpose inter-connectors which will have wind farm and country-to-country connections, which would reduce landing points.
NGESO will publish a report in September 2021.
Government intentions to change the planning system:
NSIPs – it is proposed that PINS should cut the timescale for planning by 50% - they will have an ‘acceleration team’.
Planning for offshore wind will require coordination where possible.
Current planning policy will continue at present.
Christopher Pincher is launching a consultation: information on this consultation can be found on infrastructurePlanning@communities.gov.uk.
Equinor’s OTNR Zoom meeting 22nd July
OPC attended a Virtual Information Session with Equinor to discuss the relationship between the SEP/DEP projects and the work of the OTNR. The meeting was hosted by Equinor and presentations were given by NGET and the Chair of the Offshore Wind Industry Council.
The meeting did not provide any reassurance that the current project will be included as part of a coordinated system with other developers’ projects. Equinor choose to see their use of a shared cable route for their own projects (SEP and DEP), a shared compound, and a shared substation as fulfilling the ‘coordination’ remit.
The mention of a shared compound also rings alarm bells for Oulton, as it suggests that they are proposing sharing the same area as Orsted, and Oulton would therefore be hosting yet another main construction compound. During the statutory consultations with Equinor, OPC had objected to the siting of a main construction compound and highlighted the cumulative impacts this village is already facing, if all of these projects go ahead. 
National Grid Electricity Transmission were very knowledgeable on the overhead infrastructure of the national grid but it became obvious that there is still very little joined-up thinking about infrastructure, or the implications of the activities of one section of National Grid on the other. The OTNR still seems biased towards the commercial interests of the offshore wind industry, and 
communities are still largely overlooked.
Cumulative Impacts: Stark Energy solar farm 
The large-scale solar farm application to the south of Oulton Street, refused by Broadland DC earlier this year, has been submitted for appeal. The applicants have simultaneously submitted a revised application on the same site, which will add further cumulative impact, as it directly conflicts with a section of Equinor’s proposed cable route search area.
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[bookmark: _Hlk74476144]021/037 PLAYGROUND SAFETY REPORT
The annual safety inspection had been undertaken by RoSPA and their report received.
Mr Killingback reported that he had managed to complete some of the very minor faults identified and that he and Mr Nash will resolve all outstanding ones.
Mr Nash stated that it was clear the equipment is now dated and starting to deteriorate. He feels the Council should start looking as to how they can fund new, more up-to-date equipment

[bookmark: _Hlk78368340]021/038 DEFIBRILLATOR
There is still a need to look for further funding

[bookmark: _Hlk78372249]021/039 TREES
Ms Shaw took part in a webinar and reported that there are various sources of grants and funding available, although not all are up-and-running yet. The Parish Council needs a plan to present to prospective donors. She suggested that she ask the National trust Woodland manager at Blickling if he would agree to do a tour of the parish to advise on locations and type of trees for planting. Council AGREED with this proposal.

021/040 PARISH PARTNERSHIP SCHEME
Interest was expressed and the Clerk promised to circulate all councillors with details so they could discuss at next meeting.

021/041 CURRENT VACANCIES
There are now two vacancies following the resignation of Mr Windross. One is open to co-option at the moment. It was AGREED that councillors should try to find some people willing to put their name forward.

It was AGREED to thank Mr Windross on behalf of the Council and the residents of Oulton for his work and efforts. His enthusiasm will be missed and the Council wishes him well.

[bookmark: _Hlk513894550]021/042 ITEMS OF INFORMATION / FUTURE AGENDA 
INFORMATION: local MP, Jerome Mayhew, visited Oulton on Monday and discussed issues both national and local with residents
AGENDA: Windfarms, Trees, Defibrillator, Vacancies,

[bookmark: _Hlk513894918][bookmark: _Hlk23500685]021/043 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
7th September 2021



THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIR THANKED EVERYONE FOR ATTENDING AND DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.30
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