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OULTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 19 OCTOBER 2021

DRAFT MINUTES

At the meeting of the Oulton Parish Council held at the Old Congregational Chapel, Oulton on Tuesday 19 October 2021, the following members were present: 

[bookmark: _Hlk9329649]Mrs S Mather (chair)
Mr P Killingback, Mr G Peck, Ms A Shaw.

 
In Attendance
Mr L Mills (Clerk of the Council)
Mrs W Murphy, and one member of the public


021/057 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Mr A Nash.

021/058 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
None

021/059 MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 September 2021, having previously been circulated to all members, were considered and APPROVED as an accurate record, and signed by the Chair.

[bookmark: _Hlk9330073]021/060 MATTERS ARISING NOT LISTED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA 

The Chair had attended a webinar conducted by NCC Highways. The online problem reporting system is not very efficient.

The Poppy Wreath had been ordered for Remembrance Sunday. A discussion ensued about organizing the service. It will be reviewed for next year.

[bookmark: _Hlk74665105]021/061 ADJOURNMENT 

(i) Police: None
Co/Dist Councillor: None

(ii) Public: Concern was expressed regarding the height of farm vehicles and machinery travelling along the country lanes. Damage was inflicted in Itteringham recently.
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[bookmark: _Hlk79158038][bookmark: _Hlk74214954]021/062 FINANCE 
(i) ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: The following payments totalling £371.68 were APPROVED and the cheques signed by two authorised signatories. 

[bookmark: _Hlk511992827][bookmark: _Hlk9339583]Countrystyle Recycling, glass recycling, £21.60
C Lambert, poppy wreath, £21.98
Administration, £328.10
(ii) A first draft of the budget was adopted and will be considered at the next meeting
(iii) In light of the intended closure of the local bank it was AGREED to move towards online payments

[bookmark: _Hlk23501299]021/063 PLANNING 

(i) Poultry unit PF/21/0317Application:
The Chair stated she had contacted the planning officer with queries regarding the applicant’s noise report but that she had received no reply.
The environmental officer has submitted comments regarding the applicant’s noise report, which are on the planning website.

(ii)[a]		Wind farm Updates
The Chair updated the Council:
Equinor… Equinor announced that they will delay submitting their application for DCO with the Planning Inspectorate until summer 2022.
This is due to further consultation on ornithology, in relation to a current Habitat Assessment Report.
There is mention of further face to face consultation, whether this will involve communities is unclear. It is also unclear whether a consultation report will be published at the end of October as had been suggested by Equinor.
OPC will be in contact with Equinor to clarify this.
Norfolk Boreas…OPC responded to a document from Vattenfall ‘Response to Secretary of State Letter dated 9 July 2021 - Updated information on cumulative and in combination effects with the Dudgeon and Sheringham Shoal Extension Projects’,
The document highlighted cumulative impacts with Norfolk Boreas Scenario 2 (If Norfolk Vanguard did not get its DCO) with SEP/DEP impacts on traffic at Oulton. OPC pointed out that SREP/DEP are still considering Oulton as the location of their main Construction Compound, therefore the data for that scenario has not been taken into consideration. 
Further letters from the Secretary of State were published on 22nd/24th September with PINS, the response to those letters were needed to be submitted by 21st October. OPC will be responding to those letters.
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021/063 PLANNING (continued)

Norfolk Vanguard….The secretary of State has issued letters on 11th October requests for further information from the applicants and Interested parties, the deadline for those responses are due in on 8th November, OPC will be submitting a response.


(ii) [b]	Alison Shaw had previously circulated an update which was accepted by the meeting:
1. The Norfolk Parish Movement for an OTN:  I am pleased to report that our numbers have now more than doubled and currently stand at 74 Parish and Town Councils in support of the campaign. This is an extraordinary and encouraging development in the pursuit of our goal to promote a better solution for Norfolk. 
2. An important announcement was made on 12th October about the creation of a new group of East Anglian MPs and County Councillors  - OffSET -  formed to review and respond to the government’s ongoing Offshore Transmission Network Review. See link below. We have been working closely for a long time with the Norfolk MPs now involved in OffSET, and have been in immediate contact, to remind them of our expansion and offer our support. 
Vice-Chair, Jerome Mayhew MP for Broadland, said:   “The Off Shore Electricity Grid Task Force is badly needed to make sure that the voices of our communities in Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex are heard by Ministers, Ofgem and the National Grid. This group will stand up for East Anglia, so that the welcome transition to offshore wind does not do unnecessary damage to our communities or the environment."
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-news/show/mps-from-norfolk-suffolk-and-essex-and-county-councillors-unite-to-protect-the-countryside
3. After sustained objections from our Norfolk parishes' group to their unsatisfactory “consultation” process -  Equinor (Sheringham Shoal and Dudgeon Extension Project) announced on October 5th that they are delaying their application to the Planning Inspectorate, for 6 months. 
4. The Chair also circulated the Council’s response to the Secretary of State’s final consultation re: Norfolk Boreas.
5. The Secretary of State has set the deadline of November 8th for final submissions by all interested parties in the re-determination of the Norfolk Vanguard application.

[bookmark: _Hlk74476144]021/064 APPOINTMENT OF CLERK / RFO
It was AGREED to appoint Mrs Wendy Murphy as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer of the Council with effect from 18th October 2021.

It was confirmed that Mr Mills will leave on 31st October 2021.

021/065 CASUAL VACANCIES

No applications have been received

[bookmark: _Hlk78368340]150
021/066 DEFIBRILLATOR
The Chair said she had contacted Mr Riley as he requested at the last meeting but that she had not received any response as yet.
Mr Killingback said he will contact local businesses.

[bookmark: _Hlk86056544][bookmark: _Hlk78372249]021/067 TREES
Ms Shaw said that she had met with the National Trust woodland manager twice and he was interested in both the play area and the allotments as suitable sites.
Ms Shaw had also been in contact with the church and they would be interested in hedges on the boundary of the churchyard.

021/068 COVID MEMORIAL PLAQUE
It was AGREED to accept the plaque and to discuss further its siting.

[bookmark: _Hlk513894550]021/069 ITEMS OF INFORMATION / FUTURE AGENDA 
AGENDA: Windfarms, Trees, Defibrillator, Vacancies 

[bookmark: _Hlk513894918][bookmark: _Hlk23500685]021/070 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
30th Novermber 2021



THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIR THANKED EVERYONE FOR ATTENDING AND DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 21.15
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