
120
OULTON PARISH COUNCIL – 19 JANUARY 2021
MINUTES

At the meeting of the Oulton Parish Council held online via Zoom on Tuesday 19 January 2021, the following members were present:
Mrs S Mather (Chair), Mr P Killingback, Mr G Peck, Ms A Shaw, Mr A Windross
020/055 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Mr A Nash.
020/056 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None.
020/057 MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 8 December 2020, having previously been circulated to all members, were considered, and APPROVED as an accurate record.
The minutes will be signed by the Chair as soon as conditions allow.
020/058 MATTERS ARISING NOT LISTED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
Ms Shaw advised that two residents had reported recent nighttime unidentified noise. Mrs Mather also confirmed she had been disturbed. The nature/cause of the noise that appeared to be a ‘hum’ or vibration within their houses could not be explained. Mrs Mather wondered if it was in respect of the water main supply.  It was agreed to suggest any further instances of this are logged by the residents and if the cause identified the PC will contact the relevant body.
020/059 PUBLIC,POLICE,CO/DIST COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
None.
020/060 FINANCE
None - due to the Clerk as Financial Officer being currently unwell.
020/061 PLANNING
Wind Farms Update 
Many significant developments have occurred over the past six weeks – some positive and some negative. What follows is a summary of recent events regarding offshore wind farms in the North Sea.
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 1) In early December the Judicial Review (JR) of the Norfolk Vanguard decision was listed for a substantive hearing in the High Court for 19th & 20th January 2021.  The case is strong, and in planning circles it is already being described as a “landmark” case.
A successful JR can quash this individual decision and buy time for better decision-making – but it is vital that political pressure be maintained throughout this crucial period, to encourage those changes to happen.
 2) On 14th Dec. the government published the long-awaited Energy White Paper.  The primary policy statement on page 80 states that ‘to minimise the impact on local communities, we will implement a more efficient approach to connecting offshore generation to the mainland grid’, noting that the current regime has encouraged single point-to-point connections and recognising the impact that this has had on the coastal communities which host this infrastructure. It identifies that it will act ‘quickly’ to address this.
In the sixth paragraph of page 80, the government states that ‘in order to start delivering these benefits [arising from a more coordinated approach to grid connections], we will encourage projects already in development, where early opportunities for coordination exist, to consider becoming pathfinder projects’. 
This sort of policy statement is music to our ears and demonstrates the remarkable progress that has finally been made in government thinking, during 2020.
See link to Energy White Paper below:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/945899/201216_BEIS_EWP_Command_Paper_Accessible.pdf
 3) On December 17th two webinars were held: one hosted by the Dept. for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) and the other by National Grid Electricity System Operator (NGESO). These presentations constituted an interim report of the government’s Offshore Transmission Network Review (OTNR), commissioned by BEIS in July 2020. Both covered the issue of when and how to construct an integrated Offshore Transmission Network or OTN (an ORM by another name). The merits of the concept were a given.
Both webinars cogently argued a powerful case, in the national interest, for the urgent need to plan and implement an integrated offshore transmission network, to join all offshore wind farms in the southern North Sea to the grid. The host of the first webinar concluded the event with the memorable words: “the argument for an OTN has been won”. We were considerably encouraged by this statement.
The slides from the BEIS webinar presentation can be found at the link below:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/946574/presentation-17-10-20.pdf
4) In light of the significant contents of the White Paper, and the detailed proposals outlined by both BEIS and National Grid on December 17th, Oulton PC wrote to the Secretary of State on 28th December 2020, to urge him to delay or refuse Hornsea Project Three in its current form.
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We commented that to now consent the Hornsea Three proposal in its current configuration would maroon this project from an offshore transmission network and would result in both a sub-optimal use of its energy output for the next 40 years and an unjustifiable extra cost to the consumer in terms of unnecessary constraint payments.
 5) Nonetheless, on December 31st the Secretary of State (SoS) decided to consent the Hornsea Three offshore wind farm, with its current point-to-point grid connection at Norwich Main. This was a hugely disappointing and indeed mystifying decision.  Given the interim report of the OTNR (described at (3) above), it would appear that this decision of the SoS directly undermines the current work of his own department.
The consequences of course for all the communities living up and down Orsted’s cable route are potentially disastrous.
 6) On 8th January Oulton Parish Council wrote to Orsted, highlighting the significant features of the Energy White Paper and the work of the OTNR, and requesting information from the developer as to whether the Hornsea Three project is considering, or is already actively engaged in, dialogue with BEIS, Ofgem and NGESO regarding participation in the Offshore Coordination Project, in a pathfinder role. 
The huge shift in government thinking that has taken place over the past year has been achieved in no small measure by the informed and persistent lobbying of a group of our Norfolk (and Suffolk) MPs at Westminster. Our grassroots ORM campaign has enabled those MPs to speak with conviction, authority and urgency on our behalf – and we thank them.
The rationale for an integrated offshore transmission network has finally been accepted, by all relevant government agencies and by National Grid. However, the enormous risk remains of the 2 huge projects already consented (and Dudgeon to follow?) ploughing ahead, heedless of the consequences to onshore communities – simply because they can.
East Anglia 1 North/East Anglia 2 in Suffolk
Although this project is in Suffolk the implications of all Offshore wind farm projects along the east coast are becoming important, as the numbers of projects increases offshore there is an impact onshore, this will continue until a more coordinated approach is considered. It was with interest that at a recent Issue Specific Hearing the Examining Authority asked the question about the recent Energy White Paper and The Offshore Transmission Network review, and whether the applicants would consider the application as a Pathfinder Project. The applicants stated that they would not be a Pathfinder project.This seems to be the current stance from developers. 
There also seem to be some differing opinions of what is the definition of  'In development’ contained in the final paragraph on page 80 of 'The Energy White Paper’…..
In order to start delivering these benefits, we will encourage projects already in development, where early opportunities for coordination exist, to consider becoming pathfinder projects. This will help inform the design of the enduring regime. We will consider changes to the current regulatory framework which enable developers to implement innovative approaches, including on anticipatory 
123

investment. For the 2030s and beyond, we will redesign the current regime to incentivise more extensive coordination and minimise environmental, social and economic costs.
Boreas
ExA have made their recommendations and passed them onto the SoS for consideration on 12th January 2021. With the Judicial Review on Vattenfall and the government’s Offshore Transmission Network Review (OTNR) it is hard to anticipate the outcome at the moment.
020/062 CLERKS REPORT
None. The PC members discussed contingency planning if the Clerk is incapacitated for a significant period of time.
020/063 ITEMS OF INFORMATION/FUTURE AGENDA
Mrs Mather would like to investigate whether it would be possible to provide a defibrillator for the Parish from the CIL payment monies.
Mr Peck notified the members of a County Council and national initiative to plant one million trees in 2021. Grant aided and administered by the Woodland Trust it is hoped areas can be identified in communities where suitable trees can be planted. Members of the PC should consider this and identify potential sites for discussion at a future meeting.
020/064 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was AGREED to hold the next ‘virtual’ meeting by Zoom on Tuesday 2 March 2021 at 7.30pm
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIR THANKED EVERYONE FOR ATTENDING AND DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8:56PM.
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